
 

ASSEMBLY REPORT  

THEME: INDUCTION INTO THE UNIVERSAL APOSTOLIC 
PREFERENCES (UAP) 

On the 6th of July 2019, in St. Xavier’s Institute of Education a special session was arranged to 
give an introduction to the faculty and all the students about the theme of the academic year. 
The Manager of the Institute, Rev Fr. Blaise D’Souza s.j. was the main speaker and introduced 
the theme to everyone. The theme that has been decided was the Universal Apostolic 
Preferences. He first clarified the meaning of each of the term present in the theme where he 
mentioned that the theme is universal which means it applies to all the Jesuit Institutions of the 
world, secondly the meaning of Apostolic which relates to the social domain, Finally the last 
word preferences, was decided instead of priorities because the use of the term priorities creates 
a difference between those who are the main priority and those who are not. Fr. Blaise 
introduced the session with the college vision and mission statement. He described that how 
the vision statement of an institute is what future we see of that institute and also that the vision 
should be based depending on the context of that particular time . It should take into 
consideration the social, cultural, political and economic context. He also spoke about the 
mission statement of the Institute which is the main aim of the Institution 

Father then proceeded to familiarize the students and the faculty with the current context of our 
world by showing the students a video prepared by Fr. Myron. The video helped everyone to 
get a glimpse of the present day scenario which included the situation of Dalits where they are 
now starting to raise their voice against injustice, the increase in the number of youth opting 
for inter caste marriages, women fighting for their rights etc  

Fr. Blaise introduced  the students to an informative video that spoke of the concerns in the 
world that must be addressed. The video emphasized positives and the negatives of India and 
made a deliberate attempt to create a situation for the students to ponder deeply about the 
political, cultural, social and economic reforms that are necessary for India to progress. In a 
patchwork country like India, it is necessary for the youth to make decisions that help to uproot 
many of the myths that have caused the nation to divide. The video also reiterated how human-
centric we have become as a nation and how we must act against this. The video highlighted 
for us to be the change we want to see in the world. 
 
In order to built an innovative society, the positive and negative aspects of the social, economic, 
political and cultural in the present context were discussed with a group activity. Five group 
were formed consisting of 10 members each. Each group discussed about the positive aspects 
in the social context in terms of the empowered groups, LGBT, family values whereas it's 
negative aspects focused on farmer's suicide, religious intolerance , commercialization in 
education. In the economical context, the positive aspects focused first and foremost on India 
having the 7th largest economy, advancement in transport,  online shopping on Amazon 
,myntra etc. whereas it's negative aspects emphasized on the corruption, lack of employment 
opportunities to the youths , brain drain etc. In terms of political context, the positive aspects 



were with regards to the awareness of social issues, women's entry in parliament and 
reservation of 33% seat for women in Lok Sabha. Nevertheless, the negative aspects in the 
political context focused on political interference, weak leadership, curbing the freedom of 
speech of people etc. Lastly, in the cultural context, the positive aspects were emphasized upon 
freedom to practice religion and culture of your choice .Hence, ' International Yoga Day ' which 
is now celebrated worldwide  was discussed as a best example of this kind. The negative aspects 
in the political context were also discussed. It focused on lynching, cyber terrorism, failure of 
communication amongst the minorities group. Lastly, the solution to the problems as suggested 
by Reverend Fr. Blaise Dsouza s.j. was to communicate by entering into a 'dialogue. ' 

After the brainstorming session ‘The Universal Apostolic Preferences’ were introduced, and 
they are as follows: 

1. Conciousness of God’s presence. 

2. Work with poor. 

3. Accompany your youth. 

4.Act- Care for earth. 

‘Good’ and ‘Bad’ both exist in the society. The ‘good’ should be celebrated and the ‘bad’ 
should be corrected. It was elicited from the audience that it is not enough to be aware about 
the various problems existing in the society but to ‘act’, to take measures to solve them and it 
is in the hands of youth and therefore as future teachers (facilitators) the student teacher 
shoulder’s a great responsibility to sensitize their pupils and develop citizens that are 
responsible.  

There are various steps followed in a sequence in order to initiate a response which are as 
follows, 

Awareness 
 
 

Motivation 
 
 

Mobilization 
 
 

Organization 
 
 

Action 
 
 

Reflection 
 
The theme henceforth will be reflected in all the activities of the college. 

Repeat 



Annexure: 

  

Discussions: 

                                                                            

Issues raised by the groups under various 
domains:  
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